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Asceneuron scoops One Nucleus BioNewsRound Award 
2015 

 
 

17 December 2015 

 

Cambridge, UK: As announced at Genesis 2015, Asceneuron is this year’s winner of the 

coveted One Nucleus BioNewsRound Award. 

 

Harriet Fear, CEO of One Nucleus, described competition as fierce, with the votes having 

been cast by the sector in an on-line, and therefore peer reviewed, open voting process.  

 

“The winner is a fantastic example of what can be achieved when brilliant science, a 

collaborative spirit and a fantastic team come together,” said Miss Fear. “The criteria for 

the Award are about great impact on and for the company, the sector and most 

importantly of all - the patient. We were overwhelmed by the response to the Award, 

which recognises not only the impact of the project, but also how well it was 

communicated to the sector at large.” 

 

”Asceneuron’s ASN-561 inhibitor of the O-GlcNAcase enzyme has been shown in 

preclinical models to reduce the build-up of toxic neurofibrillary tangles consisting of tau 

protein in the brain” explains Dr. Dirk Beher, Chief Executive Officer and a co-founder of 

Asceneuron. “If shown to be safe and tolerated this molecule will enable us to explore 

ASN-561 as a potential drug for a variety of diseases caused by these neurofibrillary 

tangles. We are thrilled by the Award in recognition of the hard work the team has put 

into ultimately bringing innovation to patients in an area of high unmet medical need” he 

added. 

 

“We are delighted to see that the achievements of Asceneuron, through its ground 

breaking work on tau-related diseases, along with the recent sizeable financing, with 

Sofinnova Partners, SR One, Johnson & Johnson Innovation - JJDC and Kurma Partners 

joining us, have helped earn this prestigious award.” said Dr. Hakan Goker, Senior 

Investment Director at MS Ventures, the strategic corporate venture capital fund of the 

healthcare business of Merck. 

 

Ends 

 

About Asceneuron 

 

Asceneuron researches and develops oral small molecule therapeutics targeting 

tauopathies for treating progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP), other related 

neurodegenerative diseases and Alzheimer’s disease. The lead product, an O-GlcNAcase 

inhibitor that in preclinical studies has been demonstrated to modulate tau pathology, 

has entered the critical regulatory studies to allow its entry into human clinical testing. 



Neuronal deposits of the microtubule-associated tau protein are a common feature of 

tauopathies and known to be a major contributor to neurodegenerative diseases. 

 

Contact:  

Dirk Beher 

CEO  

Email: dirk.beher@asceneuron.com 

Tel: + 41 (0) 21 693 8242 

 

Website: www.asceneuron.com  

About One Nucleus  

One Nucleus is an international membership organisation for life science and healthcare 

companies. We are based in Cambridge with the majority of our members across the 

Cambridge/London corridor – at the heart of Europe’s largest life science and healthcare 

cluster.  

 

Organisation History 

 

Established in 1997, One Nucleus is a not-for-profit membership organisation located 

in Cambridge, UK.  

 

We have over 470 organisations as members, including pharmaceutical, biotech, medical 

device and diagnostic companies and associated technical and commercial service 

providers.  

 

About the Genesis BioNewsRound Award 

 

Genesis is One Nucleus’ international networking conference that takes place every 

December for over 700 delegates.  

 

One Nucleus runs a BioNewsRound Award twice yearly – in the Summer at our ON Helix 

translational research conference and at Genesis in London in December. The Award 

showcases the best of the industry and asks for entrants to submit an announcement or 

piece of PR publicised within the past 12 months. A short list of finalists is announced, 

having been selected by a panel of investors and analysts and the process then moves 

on to an online voting system where the sector decides the winner.  

 

Website: www.onenucleus.com  

www.genesisconference.com 

 

Contact Details  

Harriet Fear 

CEO 

Email: harriet@onenucleus.com 

Tel: +44 (0)1223 896454 
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